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Gorgon Project — Adjournment Debate 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [10.49 pm]: I say 
this very quickly: the Western Australian government will do whatever it can to maximise local content on the 
Gorgon project. But I also say this: we have got the Gorgon project in Western Australia. If members opposite 
were still in government, it would not have happened.  

Several members interjected. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Let us look at their record. They talk about local content and they forget about 
Inpex. They could not even get Inpex to come to Western Australia. Inpex went to Darwin because the Labor 
members sat on their backsides and did absolutely nothing. Gorgon would never have happened under their 
watch. Our government made it happen. We have got the project, and I wish to goodness union people like Hon 
Jock Ferguson would stop worrying about union demarcation disputes. The moment Gorgon was announced, out 
came Kevin Reynolds and his mates saying, “We’re going to start poaching each other’s members.” All they 
could think about was memberships and demarcation disputes. Now all members opposite can think about is how 
much local content we will get. They could not care less about the fact that under their government they would 
not have got this project off the ground at all. 

Several members interjected.  

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm): Order! I hasten to add that it is only two minutes 
40 seconds—if we can hold the clock at this stage—until the house is adjourned. The level of shouting and abuse 
is something that I do not think any of us needs to endure. I ask the Leader of the House to continue.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: A member said we had a lack of vision. A lack of vision! We have been working our 
little backsides off to try to get Inpex, the one members opposite lost; to get Gorgon off the ground, which would 
never have happened under their government; and to get Oakajee up and running, which would never have 
happened under their government. These things are happening because we have a government that knows what 
to do to make these things happen. Someone mentioned hype. Do members opposite know where the hype about 
the so-called stimulus package is coming from? It is coming from Martin Ferguson, their mate from Canberra, 
who got on the bandwagon with the Prime Minister saying “We, the Labor government, got the Gorgon project; 
it will create 10 000 jobs and it will be wonderful for the Australian economy.” I agree with him, except that the 
Labor government did not get it. The state government of Western Australia got it. I might add that the state 
Labor government played a role, but it took it a very long time to make any progress at all.  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: We gave it to you on a plate.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Would the member like me to tell her why Inpex is going to Darwin?  

Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich: That is not what I said.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Would she like me to tell her why? Does she know how I know? Inpex told me 
during the election campaign why it was going to Darwin. The proponents said that I was sworn to secrecy and I 
was not to tell anybody. They said that they could not get the Labor government to agree on anything. They were 
so frustrated and so cheesed off with the lack of effort being made by the now leader of members opposite that 
they took the project to Darwin. They will spend probably a billion extra dollars trying to get that project through 
Darwin because they could not get any approvals from the last state Labor government. That is the record of 
members opposite. They should be ashamed of themselves. Hon Jock Ferguson says we are not getting enough 
Western Australian content in Gorgon. They are not getting one cent of WA content with Inpex-not one cent 
because it is going to Darwin.  

Hon Sue Ellery: No-one is yelling at you, so lower your voice.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I am not listening to you because I have 20 seconds left. I am saying to members 
opposite —  

Hon Sue Ellery: Don’t point your finger either.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I will do whatever I like and say whatever I like. The bottom line is that Inpex was 
lost by members opposite and every cent of content will go to the Northern Territory. Not one cent will go to 
Western Australia. That is the record of members opposite.  

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 10.54 pm 
__________ 

 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 22 September 2009] 

 p7370b-7371a 
Hon Norman Moore; Deputy President 

 [2] 

 


